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This   type   of   housing,   highly   unusual   for   old   Moscow,   owes   its   existence   here,

strangely   enough,   to   the   consistent   contextual   approach   taken   by   the   architectural

firm   Ostozhenka   to   developing   the   district   of   Ostozhenka.   Out   of   a   desire   to   keep

down  the  height  of  buildings  in  the  street  block  abutting  Zachatyevsky  Monastery,  the

architects  came  up  with  the  idea  of  building  so-called  'town  houses',  a  type  of  housing

which   a   priori   limits   the   number   of   storeys.   The   result   is   a   residential   complex

consisting   of   two   rows   of   terraced   cottages   standing   on   a   shared   podium/stilobates

containing  service  areas.   In  spite  of   the  general   typological  pluralism   that  prevails   in

the   complex   as   a  whole,   there   is   one  distinctive   unifying   feature   here:   each   cottage

has   a   winter   garden,   a   kind   of   echo   of   the   front   gardens   you   find   in   the   traditional

cottage   development   (town   houses   Nos.   13-15,   incidentally,   also   have   traditional

gardens).  

The   glass   'diving   suits'   of   the   winter   gardens   protect   the   residents   not   just   from

unpleasant   atmospheric   conditions,   but   also   from   being   seen   from   outside   and,   by

reflecting   the   sky,   have   the   effect   of   seeming   to   expand   the   narrow   space   of   the

courtyards.  On  the  Zachatyevsky  Lane  side,  the  cottages  present  the  appearance  of  a

typical  apartment  block.  The  long  street  front  is  a  kind  of'stick-on'  element:  the  facade

of   the  old  building  and  an  extended  tripartite  projection  recalling  a  structure  that  once

stood  here  are  balanced  by  a  reticent  Constructivist  back  wall.  Seen  from  the  street,

like  many   'elite'  projects  built  at   the  end  of   the  20th  century  and   the  beginning  of   the

21st,   the   complex   is   unlikely   to   remind   the   passer-by   of   a   residential   building.   The

connecting   link   between   form   and   function   has   partially   been   supplied   during   the

process   of   occupation:   the   three   cottages   which   face   onto   the   lane   (Nos.   5-7)   are

being  united  as  an  art  gallery.  The  enclosed,   joined-together  condominium  is   invaded

by   an   alien   public   space.   Thus   the   duality   of   the   complex's   architectural   image   is

reflected  in  alternative  contents.  

The   architects   admit   that   they   overestimated   the   consumer's   ability   to  make   tactful

use  of   the  piece  of  urban  environment  entrusted   to  his   care.  The  complex  has  been

overrun   by   an   epidemic   of   dacha-type   unplanned   construction.   A   chaos   of   split-

system  air-conditioning   units   has   spread   over   the   facades   -   in   spite   of   the   fact   that

space   has   been   set   aside   for   this   on   the   buildings'   upper   terraces.   The   terraces

themselves   have   been   completely   glazed   over.   And   the   little   gardens   abutting

cottages   13-15   have   been   rooted   up   and   joined   to   the   cottages   themselves.   The

frenzied   activity   of   the   millionaire   residents   has   led   the   architects   to   conclude   that

'housing  can  be  as  expensive  as  you   like,  and  of   the  very  best  quality,  but   if  people

are  not  ready  to  live  in  it  in  a  civilized  fashion,  then  it  will  immediately  stop  being  elite

housing.


