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Alexander Skokan is fond of gazing at
this building as he drives past the
square at Belorussky vokzal in the
direction of Tverskaya. In the rear-view
mirror of his car he sees more or less
the picture shown at the bottom of
this page - only mirror-reflected, of
course. This means that the order of
perception of the buildings is the
exact opposite. If we read from left to
right, as is customary practice, we get
the following sequence: three-storey
19™-century buildings, the Old Believ-
ers’ Church of Nikolay the Miracle-
worker (1914-1921; architect:
A.M.Gurdzhienko), and then Capital
Plaza. Thus the cube of the office cen-
tre rises up not just from the depths,
but as if at the last moment, continu-
ing the line of apartment blocks reced-
ing into the distance and contrasting
with the church, which is the dominant
feature on the square. This is exactly
the role assigned to it by the archi-
tects. As the explanatory note to the
project states, this large building is
designed to ‘form the peripheral land-

Capital Plaza office complex
on 4" Lesnoy pereulok in Moscow

OducHbIn Komnnekc «KanuTan Mnasa»
Ha nepeceyvyeHunun JIeCHbIX NnepeynKkos

B MocKBe

AnekcaHzap CKoKaH nto6ut cmoT-
peTb Ha 370 34aHue, npoesxas
nnowaab benopycckoro Boksana
Mo HanpasneHuto K TBepcKon.

B 3epkane 3aaHero BrAaa ero aBTo-
MOGWNA pUCyeTcs NPUMepPHO Ta-
Kas e KapTUHKa, 4TO 1 Ha 3TOW
cTpaHuLe BBepXy. TonbKo, ectecT-
BEHHO, 3epKanbHas. [lopagok
BOCMPUATUSA 0OBEKTOB MEHSETCA
Ha o6paTHbIi. Cneays NpUBLIYHON
AMHAMUWKe CYUTbIBAHMA CneBa Ha-
npaBo, Lienoyka CTaHOBUTCA Ta-
KOW: TpexaTaxHas 3acTpomka XIX
B., CTAp00OpsAAYECKas LLepKoBb
Hukonas Yynoteopua (1914-1921,
apxutektop A.M.TypaxneHKo) u

3atem yxe «Kanutan lMna3sa». Ta-
KM 06pa3om, ohUCHBbIA Ky6 BO3-
HUKAET He TO/IbKO U3 ry6UHbI, HO
1 KaK 6bl B MOCNeAHNIA MOMEHT,
NpojoMKan TeMy OTTEHAIOLLEN
XPamoBYI0 JOMUHAHTY KYNNChI,
HaMeyeHHYI0 YXOAALMM B nep-
CeKT1BY POHTOM JOXOLHbIX
JOMOB. JTa poNb emy 1 Gbina oT-
BefileHa apxutektopamu. Kak
roBopuTca B NOSICHUTENbHOM
3anmncKe K NPOEKTY, KpynHoraba-
PUTHbI 06BEKT NPU3BaH «Cdop-
MUpOBaTb NepudepuinHbIn naHa-
wadt niowanm» 1 ctatb HoOHOM
AN CKyNbNTypHOTo o6bema
LEPKBU.

scape of the square’, serving as back-
ground to the sculptural forms of the
church.

However, as viewpoint and speed
of perception change, the business
centre rapidly transforms from a back-
ground object to one that is the domi-
nant presence. Its compact shape redi-
rects attention to itself, allowing it to
rule over the fragmentary surrounding
cityscape. In fact, this building can
be interpreted as an apologia for
Moscow’s real-estate market. The
developer’s principal goal is to
squeeze the maximum floor area from
minimum expenditure of money - here
finds expression in both layout and
aesthetics.

The 55-m cube takes up the entire
plot allocated to it and has been
designed to create the largest perime-
ter of glazed frontage with the least
loss of floor space. The architectural
design is similarly economical and is
based on a contrast between white
‘meat’ and dark horizontals. The latter,
together with the beam-like block of

V  View of the complex

in the context of Belorussky
Railway Station Square

Bup 06bekTa B 3acTpoiike
nnowaau benopycckoro
BOK3ana

> Site plan
CUTyaLUMOHHBbI NnaH

> View of the complex
from Lesnaya ulitsa - south-
east side

Bupa obbekra c JlecHoil
yAnLbl

Bnpouem, B npouecce cMeHbl
TOYKM 3PEHUA U CKOPOCTU BOC-
npusTUs GUsHec-LeHTp GbICTPO
npespatyaercs n3 hoHOBOro 06b-
€KTa B IOMUHAHTHbIN. Ero nnotHas
dhopma nepeTArMBaeT BHUMaHue
Ha cebs, BoLapssaCh Hag pPbixa0i
3aCTPOMKOW. ITO 34aHNE MOXKHO
TPaAKTOBATb KaK anoioruio cTonuny-
HOro pblHKa HeABMXMMOCTU. [naB-
Has uenb fieBenonepa nssneyb
MaKCUMyM nioliagei, 3aTpaTus
MVHUMYM CPeJCTB, BblpaXaercs
3/1€Cb 11 HA NNIAHNPOBOYHOM, U Ha
3CTETUYECKOM YPOBHe.

Ky6 co ctopoHoii 55 M non-
HOCTbIO 3aHVMMAET OTBEAEeHHbIN

112

upper floors, keep the building tied to
the ground, exaggerating its earthly
nature as offices for letting. Here the
brutality and vigour characteristic of
New-Russian business are shown to
the full.

Inside, the rationality demonstrat-
ed on the building’s facades becomes
slightly confused. The grid of columns
set 2.1 metres from the exterior wall
prevents the use of a seating plan with
either groups of four desks (the ‘clas-
sic’ option for open-plan spaces) or
construction of individual rooms using
whole transverse partitions. However,
even here a kind of logic can be
glimpsed. This arrangement of the
columns presumably saved the devel-
oper money, and tenants will reconcile
themselves to any inconvenience. The
main thing for offices in Moscow is
location, and Capital Plaza is in this
respect more than successful.

Alexei Muratov

Y4aCTOK 1 paccymTaH Takum obpa-
30M, 4TO6bI CO3AaTh HanbonbLUi
nepumeTp cBeToBoro GpoHTa npu
HauMeHbLLE notepe MeTpama.
ApPXUTEKTYPHOE pellieHne TaKKe
3KOHOMHO M MOCTPOEHO HA KOH-
Tpacre 6e10ro «Msica» 1 TeMHbIX
ropu3oHTanen, KoTopble BMeCTe ¢
GPYCKOM BEPXHUX ITaxei npubu-
BAIOT 3/1aH1E KHU3Y, yTPUPYA TeMy
NPU3EMIEHHOCTH, BbITEKAIOLLYIO 13
ero thyHKLWKM apeHayemoro otuc-
HOro nometieHus. bpytanbHOCTb U
Hanop, CBOWCTBEHHbIE HOBOPYC-
CKOMy BU3HECY, HAXOAAT afieKBar-
HOE XY/IOEeCTBEHHOE OTpaMeHue.

PaLoHanbHOCTb, CBOMCTBEH-
Has (acagam 34aHNA, HECKOMbKO
3amyTHseTcs BHYTpU. CeTKa Ko-
JIOHH C OTCTYMOM 2,1 M OT Hapy-
HOW CTeHbI He NO3BONAET HU Opra-
HU30BaTb PaccazKy rpynnamu no
yeTbipe cTona («KnaccuyecKuin»
BapuaHT B oneH-cnaice), HX yCTpo-
UTb OTAE/bHbIEe KabUHETbI, UCMONb-
3y Lle/bHble NonepeyHble nepero-
poaKu. Bnpoyem, 1 B 3ToM
yrafblBaeTCs NOrUKa: TaK, HaBep-
Hoe, BbIN0 AeLleB/ie 3aCTPOMLLMKY,
a apeHaaTtopbl NPUMUPATCSA C Nto-
6bIM Hey06CTBOM. MaBHOE ANs
oduca B MoCKBe — ero Mectonono-
eHue, a oHo y «Kanutan Mnasa»
6onee yem yaadHo.

Anekcein MyparoB

Anekcangp Pycos/Alexander Rusov
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1) 30Ha yupeaunTtenein/
Founders’ zone

2) CepBepHas/Server room

3) NeperosopHsie/

Negotiation rooms

4) 30Ha peuenuuu/Reception

5) Kommepueckuii genapramet/
Commercial department

6) leHepanbHblit gupektop/ CEO

7) OTaen KOMMepYecKoro
naoKkymeHToo6opota/Departmen
t of commercial document cir-
culation

8) Otgen mapketuHra/
Marketing department

9) NHBECTUUMOHHBIN OTRen/
Investment department
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10) OTaen oducHo
Heasmxumoctun/Office property
department

11) OThen Toprosoi
Heasuxumoctu/Commercial
property department

12) fOpuanyeckuit otgen/
Legal department

13) Apxus/Archive

< 14th floor plan

lMnaH 14-ro ataxa. 3aechb
pacnonaratotcs oucsl
3acTponwmka «Kanutan
Tpyn»

V' 14th floor office reception
desk

CroliKa peuenuum B
oducax «Kanutan lpyn»
V  Main lobby interior
VnTepbep rnaBHoro
BecTnbions

A Back (north-west)
elevation

ThinbHbIN (ceBepo-
3anagHbin) hacag

> Ground floor and typical
floor plans. Long section
lMnaHbl 1-ro M TUNOBOIO
3Taxen. IPoOAONbHbIN
paspes

Anexceit Hapoauukuii/Alexei Naroditsky

Anekcanap Pycos/Alexander Rusov




